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Listening Comprehension

We often hear a saying «Don’t invent a bicycle» about something simple and known for a long time.
Really the bicycle is old enough — more than a hundred years of age. Its first prototype appeared in1791 in France. In1800 a Russian peasant Artamonov made an iron bicycle and travelled on it from Nizhniy Tagil to Moscow. First bicycles looked strange: the back wheel was usually smaller. Bicycles were made of iron and riding them was not comfortable because of shaking. They were even called «boneshakers».
New types of bicycles appeared every year but only in 1885 people saw a model which looked like modern cycles. It had almost equal wheels and a chain drive to the rear wheel. This shape survived and became basic. The new machine looked more elegant than the old ‘spiders’ which were soon abandoned. As time went by, new bicycles were invented — for two, three and even fifteen riders.
The first bicycle race was held in1868 in Paris. But the sport became popular only several decades later because bicycles were expensive and only rich people could afford them. By the end of the nineteenth century many factories produced thousands of bicycles which became cheap, so many people could practise cycling and take part in competitions.
Cycling competitions are generally divided into road and track events. Both kinds are in the Olympic programme. Olympic road events include individual and team races.
Individual races distances are different usually up to 200 kilometres. The winner is the first cyclist who passes the finish line with his front wheel.
Cyclists wear shirts with pockets on the back, tight knee-long woolen shorts, special shoes, a cap and mitts on their hands.
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Test on Listening Comprehension
                                                                          Total: 24 points
I. Mark the following statements as True or False (6 points).
1.The bicycle is young enough._____________
2.First bicycles looked strange: the front wheel was usually bigger.___________
3.Riding first bicycles was very comfortable.________________
4.As time went by, new bicycles were invented________________
5.By the end of the nineteenth century bicycles became cheap.________________
6.Cycling is in the Olympic Games._______________
II. Put the sentences into logical order (6 points).
1.This shape survived and became basic.
2.So many people could practise cycling and take part in competitions.
3.Individual races’ distances are different usually up to 200 kilometres.
4.But the sport became popular only several decades later.
5.Its first prototype appeared in 1791.
6.First bicycles looked strange: the back wheel was usually smaller.
III. Choose the correct variant according to the text (6 points).
1.The bicycle has more than … of age.
a) a hundred and fifty years b) a hundred years c) two hundred years
2.In 1800 a Russian peasant made …
a) a bicycle with three wheels b) an iron bicycle c) a bicycle
3.In … people saw a model which looked like modern bicycles,
a) 1885 b) 1900 c) 1880
4. Soon bicycles … were invented.
a) for several riders b) with four wheels c) for two riders
5.The first bicycle race was held in …
a) Moscow b) Paris c) London
6. At first bicycles …
a) were not very popular with rich people
b) were expensive and only rich people could afford them
c) were very cheap and almost everybody had one

IV. Write answers to these questions (6 points).
1. What is the best title for the text?
_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
2. What does a saying «To invent a bicycle» mean?
_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
3. What is the birthplace of a bicycle?
_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
4. How was the first bicycle called?
_______________________________________________________________________ 
5. How many parts are there in the modern cycling competitions?
_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
6. What kind of shirts do the cyclists wear?
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
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VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR TEST    TOTAL: 50 points

I. Complete the text using the correct tense forms of the verbs in brackets (1 point per answer = 13 points): 

          Dear Sarah,
    
     Thanks for the Christmas card. 1)_______________ (enjoy) yourself at Christmas? I wish I 2)____________ (see) you but I 3)__________ (be) too busy at the time. I 4)____________________________(work) in a disco for a few days.   The disco 5)____________ (belong) to Bob Smith. 6)_____________________(remember) him?
    I 7)_____________ (go) to Spain in the summer. My parents 8)_________________________ (recently/buy) a villa there. If you 9)_________ (be) free in July, why 10)_______________ (not/you/come) with me? It 11)_____________ (be) great fun! Anyway, I’d better stop now.  I 12)_______________ (invite) my cousin for lunch and I 13)__________________ (not/cook) anything yet! Write soon.
Love,
Sue

II. Complete the text with the right article where necessary (0,5 point per answer = 6 points):

In 1) ____ days before 2)____ invention of 3)____ radio or television, 4)____ majority of people made their own entertainment at home. Many evenings were spent reading 5)____  novel, playing  the piano or painting 6)____ picture. In many ways, people were almost forced to find 7)____ creative outlet in one form or another. Things have changed a lot since then, however. Now, 8)____ typical evening’s entertainment would be to spend 9)____ few hours in front of the television. This is not really 10)____ very productive use of one’s time or energy and has maybe contributed to 11)____ breakdown of communication within 12)____ family.

III. Complete the second sentence so that it has the similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. Use between 2 and 5 words (1 point per answer = 3 points):
1. It wasn’t necessary for you to bring me flowers as I already had a lot. needn’t 
You  _________________________________ flowers. 
2.  It would be a good idea for you to leave early. better
You  ________________________________________________ early. 
3. I don’t think he has been feeling well lately. have
He  ______________________________________ well lately.
IV. Think of one word which can be used to complete the sentences below (1 point per answer = 8 points):
    
Laughter
You not only laugh more (1) …….. you are relaxed , but you (2) …….. relax when you laugh, and it has(3) …….. found that when you’re (4) …….. holiday it is easier to do both.
But for (5) …….. people laughter is not just a pleasure, it is a (6) …….. of fighting illness. Some hospitals have begun to bring in clowns to relieve a silent, depressing atmosphere, especially in children’s wards.
This scheme is called “Medical Smile” and it helps sick children in a (7) …….. that doctors, with all (8) …….. knowledge, can’t do. 

V. Read the text and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap (1 point per answer = 10 points):

Hidden in almost every European country there are ancient and untouched forests. These forests are often   rich in wildlife and are (1) _____ to many endangered species.  One example is a small patch of Scottish forest which (2) _____ a variety of coniferous trees, (3) _____ for a wide range of birds and insects. Although many of the ancient   (4) _____  of Europe worshipped trees , there is   (5) _____    respect for them today . The World Wildlife Fund has decided to   (6) _____   attention to the importance of Europe’s ancient woodlands. They are asking for the remaining forests to be protected by controlling the trade in wood. (7) _____ , governments are being asked to regenerate forests where (8) _____ , and manage them in a more nature-friendly way. At present almost a  third of western Europe is   (9) _____ by trees  . Unfortunately , many of these were only (10) _____ recently. 
﻿1)   A)house            B)place                 C) home                D) shelter
2)   A)contains        B) includes           C)embraces           D) holds
3)   A)capable         B)suitable             C) able                  D) plenty
4)   A)humans         B) peoples            C) beings              D) persons
5)   A)small             B) tiny                  C) little                 D) few
6)   A)draw              B) bring                C)carry                 D) move
7)   A)As well as      B) In addition      C)Too                   D) Plus
8)   A) necessary     B) important         C)urgent               D) vital
9)   A)loaded           B)packed              C) full                   D)covered
10) A)placed           B)put                     C) plotted             D) planted


VI. Use the words in capitals at the end of each line to form another word that best fits each gap (1 point per answer = 10 points):

	Nowadays, you are more  likely to hear ______________ (1) than serious comment when stamp-collecting is mentioned because it’s no longer _________________(2). But lots of people                                           are _________________(3) about collecting things and                                   find it a  __________________(4) way to spend their time.
Souvenirs from holiday ______________ (5), whatever the country, are ___________________ (6) popular with collectors. So are household items with something special in common which makes them _________________ (7) such as sugar spoons with engraved pictures, scarfs or______________ (8) mugs. Collecting things is a __________________(9) activity  great for meeting new people which may be why it is said to have _______________(10) benefits. 
	1.LAUGH

2.FASHION
3.ENTHUSIAM

4.CREATE
5.LOCATE
6.PATRICULAR

7.ATTRACT

8.COLOUR
9.SOCIAL

10.PSYCHOLOGY
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1. Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why?
a) What are the drawbacks of your best friend? 
b) Do you believe that people can become real friends if they meet only on the net?
c) What makes people become friends?
d) Is it possible to have friendships across generations?
2. Speak about your main goals in life.
a) What should you do to achieve your ambitions?
b) What is more important for success – natural abilities or hard work?
c) How would you describe a successful person?
d) Does a good education guarantee a good job?
3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances.
а) When you first meet people what do you look at first? Do you trust your first impression of a person you meet?
b) What kinds of people do you get along well with?
c) What kind of people do you dislike?
d) What unpleasant qualities of your future spouse (husband or wife) are you ready to put up with?
4. People do many different things to stay healthy. What’s your recipe to be healthy and fit?
a) What sport would you never do?
b) What would you like to change in your diet?
c) Is your diet healthier than your friends’?
d) How do you overcome stress?
5. Two people from another country are visiting the town where you live for a few days. As they are a similar age to you, you have been asked to give your ideas on what evening activities could be organized for them. What would you suggest?
a) Do you have enough time for work and rest?
b) Do you make plans for your week-ends in advance?
c) Are you afraid to go out alone at night where you live?
d) What places of interest are there in your town?
6. People behave differently when they wear different clothes. Do you agree that different clothes influence the way people behave? 
a) Do you think that people who choose extravagant clothes are not very intelligent?
b) What do you do with a thing (item of clothing) if it is out of fashion?
c) Do you watch fashion programs on TV?
d) What impression do you think you give of yourself when you meet someone for the first time?
7. When I think of Belarus, I immediately think of …. 
a) What places do foreigners associate with Belarus? 
b) What places connected with famous people would you recommend your foreign friends to visit? 
c) What is, from your point of view, the most beautiful place in our country?
d) Are there any traditional cultural or sports events that are held in your native town?
8. You are going to organize a celebration for your friends. What kind of celebration would you choose: a quiet party at home, a visit to a fashionable club or a fancy-dress party? 
a) How do you usually create festive atmosphere?
b) What family holiday do you like best? Why?
c) What presents do you usually give to the members of your family?
d) Do you know any British or American public holidays?
9. If you were a tour guide, what places would you show in Belarus?
a) What places in the world would you like to visit and why?
b) What does travelling give to people?
c) What are the good sides of hitchhiking?
d) Would you like to be a volunteer at a big sporting event?
10. Life without planning is inefficient. Do you agree? Do you usually plan your day?
a) Do you always do everything in time?
b) What are your household duties? 
c) What are the most time-consuming activities for you? 
d) What do you usually do when you want to relax? 
11. Now you can easily make friends all over the world using the Internet. Do you believe that people can become real friends if they meet only on the net? Why? Do you have a friend you have never met offline?
a) Is it possible to have many true friends? 
b) Is it possible to be friends with your parents? 
c) How do you choose friends?
d) Do you remember any difficult situation that your friend helped you to overcome?
12. Your school is planning a trip to Great Britain. As the itinerary of the trip has not been made, propose your programme and explain why?
a) What are the regions of Great Britain that are most visited by tourists?
b) What are the most common stereotypes about the UK and its people that you know?
c) What places of interest connected with famous people of Great Britain would you visit? 
d) What souvenirs from the UK would you bring back to Belarus? 
13.  People ought to think of the planet as their home.
a) What ecological problems are urgent now? 
b) What is the influence of pollution on people`s health? 
c) What ecological problems exist in your home place?
d) Who must take care of nature?
14. What is the role of mass media in the life of people?
a) Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines, and other media pay TOO MUCH attention to the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities.
b) Why must news always depict trouble, violence and unhappiness of other people?
c) What do you think are the most obvious advantages and disadvantages of television? 
d) Do you think mass media can make people think alike?
15. Is it easy to be a young person in the modern world? Say what you can about the problems of teenagers in Belarus.
a) What is the attitude of adults to teens' problems? Do you think 'generation gap' still exists in our society? 
b) If you need some advice, who do you usually go to?
c) What kind of things do you prefer to do on your own?
d) What should be done to keep teenagers away from drugs and alcohol?
16. Every town or village has views or interesting places to see. What places would you advise a foreigner to see in your native place and why?
a) What can be a symbol of your town or village? Can it be a park, a river?
b) What would you change in your native town/village to make it a better place to live in?
c) Do you prefer to live in a small town or a big city? 
d) What souvenirs would you buy for the guests from other countries? 
17. Tell about hobbies which are typical of the people of your age.
a) Why do people need hobbies? 
b) What hobby would you like to take up? 
c) Have you ever come across a very strange hobby? 
d) Is it possible for a hobby to become a profession?
18. The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Do you agree?
a) Why is thinking about your future occupation so important in the senior forms of school?
b) What would be the most boring and the most exciting job for you?
c) Would you continue to work even if you had a lot of money?
d) Do you think you would enjoy running your own business? 
19. People say that everything begins in the family and every person dreams of having good family relations. How would you describe an ideal family?
a) What does it mean “to love one’s child”?
b) What event can you most easily recall from your childhood?
c) Do you have secrets from your parents? 
d) What do you think of married couples who decide not to have any child? 
20. Computers gradually seem to be replacing books. Practically everything (from encyclopedias to manuals) is now available on the Internet. Is this new way of reading to your benefit?
a) What modern inventions do you appreciate most of all? 
b) What are the greatest scientific discoveries of the 20th century in your opinion?
c) What does new technology enable people to do without leaving their homes?
d) What do you think of computer games?
21. Describe a person who motivated you most and explain why.
a) Have you ever talked to a well-known person?
b) What makes a person famous?
c) Did any of the well-known people of Belarus live or work in the place you come from?
d) Would you like to be popular and famous?
22. Learning English is becoming more popular in Belarus. Why do people learn English in your country? Do you think you can do without English in your future life?
a) What careers are possible if you speak a foreign language?
b) What languages would you like to learn in future?
c) How can the Internet be a helpful tool when learning a foreign language?
d) Some people think that life would be easier if all countries spoke the same language. What do you think?
23. Different works of art have been created to please the eye and to excite our emotions. Which form of art is your favourite?
a) What kind of music do you prefer? Why? 
b) Is there a theatre where you live? 
c) Are you fond of painting? What great painters do you know?
d) Have you ever been to any cultural event (an art gallery, a concert or something)? Tell us about your impression. If not, tell about the cultural event you’d like to visit.
24. Speak about your eating habits and preferences.
a) Some people think that it’s natural for humans to eat meat, others feel guilty after eating meat. What do you think? 
b) What is a typical meal from your country? 
c) What food can you cook the best yourself? 
d) Do you believe in the effect of diets for keeping fit? 


COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS ASSESSMENT			11th Form

Для разрезания!!!!!



1. Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Speak about your main goals in life.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances.
………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. People do many different things to stay healthy. What’s your recipe to be healthy and fit?

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
5. Two people from another country are visiting the town where you live for a few days. As they are a similar age to you, you have been asked to give your ideas on what evening activities could be organized for them. What would you suggest?
……………………………………………………………………………………….
6. People behave differently when they wear different clothes. Do you agree that different clothes influence the way people behave? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
7. When I think of Belarus, I immediately think of …. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..
8. You are going to organize a celebration for your friends. What kind of celebration would you choose: a quiet party at home, a visit to a fashionable club or a fancy-dress party? 
………………………………………………………………………………………….
9. If you were a tour guide, what places would you show in Belarus?

…………………………………………………………………………………………
10. Life without planning is inefficient. Do you agree? Do you usually plan your day?

………………………………………………………………………………………..
11. Now you can easily make friends all over the world using the Internet. Do you believe that people can become real friends if they meet only on the net? Why? Do you have a friend you have never met offline?
……………………………………………………………………………………….
12. Your school is planning a trip to Great Britain. As the itinerary of the trip has not been made, propose your programme and explain why?
…………………………………………………………………………………………

13. People ought to think of the planet as their home.

……………………………………………………………………………………….
14. What is the role of mass media in the life of people?

…………………………………………………………………………………………
15. Is it easy to be a young person in the modern world? Say what you can about the problems of teenagers in Belarus.
………………………………………………………………………………………
16. Every town or village has views or interesting places to see. What places would you advise a foreigner to see in your native place and why?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
17. Tell about hobbies which are typical of the people of your age.

……………………………………………………………………………………….
18. The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Do you agree?

………………………………………………………………………………………….
19. People say that everything begins in the family and every person dreams of having good family relations. How would you describe an ideal family?
………………………………………………………………………………………..
20. Computers gradually seem to be replacing books. Practically everything (from encyclopedias to manuals) is now available on the Internet. Is this new way of reading to your benefit?
…………………………………………………………………………………………
21. Describe a person who motivated you most and explain why.

………………………………………………………………………………………
22. Learning English is becoming more popular in Belarus. Why do people learn English in your country? Do you think you can do without English in your future life?
………………………………………………………………………………………..
23. Different works of art have been created to please the eye and to excite our emotions. Which form of art is your favourite?
……………………………………………………………………………………..
24. Speak about your eating habits and preferences.

…………………………………………………………………………………………


[bookmark: _GoBack]
